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ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY OF THE NERVOUS 
SYSTEM. 


Cerebral Anatomy. —At the meeting of the N. Y. Academy of Medi¬ 
cine, Oct. 16 (rep. in N. T. J led. Uncord, Nov. 1), Dr. J. U. Dalton read a 
lecture on Cerebral Anatomy, with special reference to the corpus striatum. 
We believe that the same, in substance, wus also read by Dr. Dalton at a 
recent meeting of the National Academy of Sciences, at Washington. The 
lecture and the discussion that followed are thus reported in the Uncord : 

The anatomy of the brain, said Dr. Dalton, is complicated in its details, 
but simple in its general structure. It consists of grey and white matter. 
The grey matter is arranged in two separate divisions, occupying two sepa¬ 
rate localities: 1. Exterior, convolutions; 2. Interior, cerebral ganglia, the 
corpus striatum, and the optic thalamus. The white matter is a continua¬ 
tion of the longitudinal columus of the spinal cord. The ascending fibres 
of white substance were then traced through the medulla, the pons varolii, 
crura cerebri, internal capsule, and to the fan-shaped expansion, the corona 
radiata. In the cerebro-spinal system, counting Horn without inward, there 
are three distinct deposits of grey matter: 1. The grey matter of the spinal 
cord; 2. The grey matter of the cerebral ganglia; and 3. The grey matter 
of the convolutions. 

The doctrines now in vogue—even the recent views of Meynert and others, 
when divested of superfluous nomenclature—regarding the anatomy of the 
brain, were based upon the general view of three successive deposits of grey 
matter, connected with each other by three successive sets of white fibres. Of 
these three deposits of grey matter, the middle consists of the large cerebral 
ganglia, both of which occupy about the same level. 

Dr. Dalton then referred to differences between the corpus striatum and 
the optic thalamus—the latter, on section, presenting a rather uniform grey 
tint, and the former showiug white fibres arranged in bundles visible to the 
naked eye, and giving it a striated appearance. The corpus striatum was 
made up of two distinct parts: 1. Anteriorly, the intra-ventricular portion, 
or caudate nucleus; and 2. Posteriorly, the extra-ventiicular portion, or len¬ 
ticular nucletis. The optic thalamus was a single ganglion by itself. Of 
late it had become quite customary to restrict the term, corpus striatum, to 
its intra-ventricular portion. 

He then alluded to the situation of these masses of grey matter with rela¬ 
tion to the internal capsule and the crura cerebri, and passed to the conside¬ 
ration of the internal capsule. It could not be seen that the iuternal cap¬ 
sule was composed throughout of fibres which run continuously from the 
medulla oblongata below to the convolutions above, but, on the contrary, there 
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Peritcope. 


It is impossible to tell how prevalent chloral inebriety may be, but that it 
exists every physician can testify from observation. Like opium inebriety, 
it is susceptible of long concealment from other than careful observers. The 
facts should place the profession on its guard in the long-continued use of 
chloral. It is also useful to remember these facts in the study of certain cases 
hitherto inexplicable. It strikes us that less chloral is used by the people as 
a domestic remedy than formerly. Many deaths reported in the papers from 
such use serve an excellent purpose in teaching a healthy caution .—Detroit 
Lancet, Oct. 


The following are the titles of some recent papers on the Pathology of the 
Nervous System: 

Calhoun, Tobacco Poisoning and its Effects upon the Eyesight, Herald of 
Health, Nov.— Spencer, Case of Idiopathic Inflammation of the Spinal Du¬ 
ra Mater, Lancet (Am. Repr.), Nov.— Putnam, Two Cases of Chorea in the 
Kitten, Bouton Med. and Surg. Jour., Nov. 18.— Page, Color-Blindness, its 
Examination and Prevalence, Brit. Med. Jour., Oct. 25.— Coghill, Irritable 
Spine as an Idiopathic Affection, Ibid, Oct. 11.— Bernhardt, On the Path¬ 
ology of Peripheral and Spinal Paralysis, Virchow't Archiv, LXXVIII., II. 
—Strohmberg, Cases of Poisoning with Seeds of Thomapple (Datura Stra¬ 
monium), St. Petenb. med. Woclienschr., Dec. 18.— Beard, Nervous Diseases 
connected with the Male Genital Function. Nervous 8ymptoms connected 
with True Spermatorrhoea. True and False Hypochondria, 1V.Y. Med. Record, 
Dec. (I.— Bauer, Nervous Affections of Malarial Origin, St. Louis Clinical 
Record, Dec.— Howard, Idiocy and Imbecility not Insanity, Canada Medical 
Record, Dec.— Bruen, Anasarca as a Symptom of Deficient Yaso-motor 
Tonus, Phil. Med. Times, Dec. 20.— Bigelow, Morbid Impulses, Med. and 
Surg. Rep., Jan. 3.— Roberts, Cases of Hysteria in Boys, Practitioner, Nov. 
—Erlenmeyer, Relapses of the Opium Habit, Cbl. f. Psych, Nov. 15.— 
Holmes, Puerperal Convulsions, Boston Med. and Surg. Jour., Dec. 18.— 
Brakenhidge, Clinical Lectures on Locomotor Ataxia, Brit. Med. Jour., 
Dec. 6 .— Beach, Case of Tumor of the Brain associated with Epilepsy and 
Catalepsy, Jour, of Med. Science, Oct.— Brower, Traumatic Insanity in its 
Medico-Legal Relations, Chic. Med. Jour, and Exam., Dec. 



